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At the annual meeting of the Critical Criminology Section of the Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences held in Boston, MA on March 12, 2009, the following constitutional changes were proposed, discussed, and passed by those members in attendance. The changes now must be reviewed by the ACJS Executive Board and be voted on by the entire membership of the Section. Following are the changes with explanations. See the revised constitution for specific wording.

1. Reduce membership dues from $35.00 to $10.00.

Explanation: Dues were originally set at $35.00, in part, to pay for a subscription for each member to the journal, Critical Criminology. Springer, the publisher of the journal, does not charge for on-line access to Critical Criminology, so the need to assess members for a subscription is no longer necessary.

2. Remove the section on dues from the constitution.

Explanation: A section on dues should not be included in the constitution because it makes it too cumbersome to change dues. It was included in the original constitution because of the proposed unique relationship with the ASC Division on Critical Criminology. Specifically: A. Annual dues for the Section will be the same as those of the Critical Criminology Division of the American Society of Criminology. B. Dues will be waived for ACJS members who are already members of the ASC Critical Criminology Division. Because the Division did not approve the proposed integration, the Section dues should be independent of the Division’s dues.   

3. Change officer structure to include a chair, vice chair, secretary-treasurer, and 2 executive counselors.

Explanation: The Section’s constitution currently only provides for one officer: a chair. The original idea was to fully integrate the Section with the Division of Critical Criminology of the American Society of Criminology, so the Section chair would serve as a liaison to the Division and would appoint committee chairs as necessary. The ASC Division decided not to fully integrate with the Section but, instead, to form a cooperative relationship. Consequently, the Section membership decided that an officer structure for the Section was desirable and needed.

4. Each elected officer will serve a 2-year term.

Explanation: This is to provide greater continuity. 

5. Officers’ terms will be staggered so that the vice chair and one executive counselor are elected in alternate years in which the chair, secretary-treasurer, and the other executive counselor are elected. 

Explanation: This is to provide greater continuity. 

6. Change the name of the Section from the Critical Criminology Section to the Critical Criminal Justice Section.

Explanation: This better reflects the focus of the Section.  

